
1st Tuesdays - Public Works Committee  

Jeff Morris - Chairman, Minnie Bommer, Danny Wallace 
 

2nd Tuesdays - General Welfare and Public Relations Committee 

Minnie Bommer - Chairwoman, Keith Phelps, C.H. Sullivan 
 

3rd Tuesdays - Finance and Administration Committee 

C.H. Sullivan - Chairman, All Aldermen/Alderwomen attend 
 

4th Tuesdays - Public Safety Committee 

Keith Phelps - Chairman, C.H. Sullivan, Johnetta Yarbrough 

All regularly scheduled committee meetings are at 4:00 pm in the Lower Level Conference Room at 

Covington City Hall at 200 W. Washington St.  All Board of Mayor and Aldermen meetings are held 

on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday evenings of each month at 5:30 pm in the Board Room on the 2nd floor 

at Covington City Hall.  ALL are open to the public.  Official meeting minutes and agendas can be 

found by visiting www.covingtontn.com. 

You may contact your   

Alderman/Alderwoman by  

clicking on the email links below. 

District 1 Vice Mayor Johnetta Yarbrough  1122jwyatt@gmail.com 

  Alderwoman Minnie Bommer  alderwomandist1@gmail.com 

 

District 2 Alderman Jeff Morris   aldermanjeffmorris@gmail.com   

  Alderman Keith Phelps   kphelps@jamiesonandfisher.com 

 

District 3 Alderman C.H. Sullivan   aldermanchsullivan@gmail.com  

  Alderman Danny Wallace   aldermanwallace@gmail.com 

Newsletter - May 15,  2020 Mayor Justin Hanson 
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mailto:1122jwyatt@gmail.com
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General Welfare and Public Relations Committee Meeting – 5/12/20 – 4:00 p.m. 
 

Present and via virtual meeting:  Chairwoman Alderwoman Minnie Bommer, Alderman Keith Phelps, Alderman Danny Wallace, 

Alderman Jeff Morris, Alderwoman Johnetta Yarbrough, Alderman CH Sullivan, Mayor Justin Hanson, Barrie Foster, Robin Ander-

son, Tina Dunn, Joseph Mack, Rachel Witherington, Echo Day 
 

Covington Parks and Recreation Report – Director Joseph Mack 

Director Mack submitted the COVID-19 Reopening Plan for the Sportsplex 

- Employees and customers will be temperature checked and asked a series of questions before being allowed 

to enter the facility 

- New requirements for entering the facility, using equipment, cleaning equipment, and participating in classes 

- Discussed additional precautions that are being taken 

- Mayor Hanson commended Director Mack on his thorough response 

- No guidelines yet on when Aquatic Center can reopen 

Motion made to accept report, 2nd, roll call, accepted 
 

Chairwoman Bommer asked Attorney Witherington to discuss proposed health taxes. 

- Attorney Witherington has done research on local health tax on sugary drinks, tobacco, and hotel/motel 

- The City can only levy taxes if the state allows us to 

- Discussed possibility of hotel/motel tax 

- Chairwoman Bommer would like to negotiate with County because the hotels are in our city 

- Attorney Witherington discussed re-allocation of tax revenue 

- Mayor Hanson stated that the city of Covington is the only municipality that funds the Tipton County Museum, 

also that the Sportsplex is open to any resident in Tipton County.  

- Chairwoman Bommer made a motion for Attorney Witherington to pursue additional revenue from the Coun-

ty, Alderman Sullivan 2nd, discussion, roll call, motion carries 

- Director Mack discussed selling properties that the City owns to possibly add revenue to Parks and Rec 
 

Covington Airport Report – Director Robin Anderson 

Fuel Sales Total for April - 2,845 

Fuel Farm – Rebel Tool will install new system 

Entrance sign quote from Tina Brooks - $4,533.  36x60 sign 

- Asked Committee if he can go ahead and purchase the sign if it is under quoted amount 

- Mayor Hanson stated that the sign needs to be purchased before June 30th 

- Motion made to allow Director Anderson to purchase sign, 2nd, roll call, motion carries 

- Director Anderson discussed location of sign 
CARES Act funding update 

Discussed COVID-19 precautions 

Motion to approved report, 2nd, roll call, approved 
 

Museum Report—Director Barrie Foster 

- Butterfly garden 

- Paneling from rear wall has been removed, drywall is being fixed this week. 

- Education programs are being put on video 

- Director Foster has won a national award for one of her paintings 

- Museum won 5 awards at state level 

- Motion made to accept report, 2nd, roll call, approved 

 

There being no further business, meeting was adjourned  

Official meeting minutes and agendas can be found by visiting www.covingtontn.com. 

http://www.covingtontn.com/


Visit us on our Facebook page 

COVINGTON POLICE DEPARTMENT 

Covington Police Department would like to welcome our newest 

officers Leon Lam and Alex VanVleet.  Officer Lam and Officer 

VanVleet graduated from the Memphis Police Academy’s Basic  

Police Training on Friday, May 8th.  Congratulations, gentlemen!  

We look forward to serving alongside you both! 

Covington Police Department would like to take a moment to remember two of our own fallen brothers: 
 

Sgt. John Wayne Delashmit 
End of watch: Nov. 4, 1991 
Sergeant John DeLashmit, a 23-year veteran of Covington Police Department, suffered a fatal heart attack. 
He had just finished tactical firearms training when he collapsed. 
 

Sgt. Charles Lanny Bridges 
End of watch: Aug. 14, 1997 
Sergeant Charles Bridges, a 25-year veteran of the Covington Police Department, was killed and another 
officer was wounded when they were shot after responding to a possible suicide call.  

to Covington Police 

Call 901-475-1261 or 901-475-4300 

In an emergency dial 9-1-1 

https://www.facebook.com/Covington-Police-Department-1420689951501331
https://www.facebook.com/Covington-Police-Department-1420689951501331


When Tennessee declared a State of Emergency in late March, the City of Covington and 
Covington Electric System postponed applying late payment fees and disconnection of 
gas, water, and electric services in an effort to help those customers that may have 
suffered reduced household or small business income as a result of the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Collection for these monthly utility bills was delayed at that time, with the under-
standing that all past-due amounts must be repaid in full after Tennessee’s businesses 
were allowed to reopen. 
 
Now that Tennessee has undertaken efforts to allow most businesses to return to normal 
operations, Covington Electric System plans to reopen its lobby for normal business 
transactions on Tuesday, May 26th. The City of Covington will follow suit on June 1. Con-
current with the opening of their lobbies, collection of late payment fees and disconnec-
tion of unpaid gas, water, and electric service accounts will resume. 
 
During the first week of June, Covington Electric System (CES) will begin mailing repay-
ment agreements to residential and small commercial customers whose accounts are in 
arrears. Beginning with electric bills that have a past-due date in June, the repayment ar-
rangement will require that all residential and small commercial electric customers pay 
their current month’s electric bill in full, plus an additional amount of up to $100 per 
month until all arrears are repaid. CES customers will be required to sign and return the 
repayment agreement in order to avoid the disconnection of electric service for past-due 
amounts. 
 
Covington Public Works will be mailing repayment agreements to residential and small 
commercial customers whose accounts are in arrears on May 15 and will begin discon-
nection of gas and water service for unpaid bills on June 4. Gas and water customers will 
also be required to sign and return the repayment agreement to avoid the disconnection 
of gas and water service. 
 
All City of Covington gas and water customers are encouraged to contact Covington City 
Hall at 901-476-9613 as soon as possible with any questions concerning their account 
status and repayment agreements to avoid disconnection of service due to non-payment. 
Covington Electric System customers should contact CES with any questions at 901-476-
7104. 
 
Click on the link below to download the repayment agreement. 
 

http://www.covingtontn.com/utility-billing-division.html  

Important Information for Utility Customers 

https://www.facebook.com/COVINGTONPUBLICWORKS/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVV-WdcnuloMQy7EKr5Vth1pvBprXKt9TqGD1yrKClfsJWxypAEAYPC0eIeV0QeWrjTbEFGG4Euk6gg1xdfLvMellduqfsroTPfHO_uOMHAE0ClkRY956OPxmykiXhhlpCu-zjp0ckYmxxHkUhYppuufnYO_cW8QngRk8UqfsvNRA&__tn__=kK*F
http://www.covingtontn.com/utility-billing-division.html
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The Tennessee Pledge was developed by Governor Lee, the Unified 
Command Group (UCG) and Tennessee’s Economic Recovery Group 
(ERG) with input from health experts, state and local partners and 
business and industry leaders. It includes specific recommendations 
which enable most businesses to reopen responsibly without the 
burden of heavy mandates. This will be a gradual process, with room 
to adjust as data is evaluated. Please click on the links below to view 
the guidelines for each specific industry on the TN State Government 
website. 

https://www.tn.gov/governor/covid-19/economic-recovery/exercise-facilities-guidelines.html
https://www.tn.gov/governor/covid-19/economic-recovery/tennessee-pledge.html
https://www.tn.gov/governor/covid-19/economic-recovery/restaurant-guidelines.html
https://www.tn.gov/governor/covid-19/economic-recovery/retail-guidelines.html
https://www.tn.gov/governor/covid-19/economic-recovery/close-contact-business-guidelines.html
https://www.tn.gov/governor/covid-19/economic-recovery/manufacturing-guidelines.html
https://www.tn.gov/governor/covid-19/economic-recovery/lodging-and-accommodations-guidelines.html
https://www.tn.gov/governor/covid-19/economic-recovery/construction-worksite-guidelines.html
https://www.tn.gov/governor/covid-19/economic-recovery/office-guidelines.html
https://www.tn.gov/governor/covid-19/economic-recovery/recreation-guidelines.html


In order to further protect our employees and our community, 

effective immediately, all City buildings will be closed to the 

public until further notice.  Also keep in mind the following: 
 

• All payments (utility bills, citations, fire fees, etc.) will be accepted through our two 

drive-through lanes, not in the lobby at City Hall. 

• Many payments can be made via our website at www.covingtontn.com or by calling            

844-876-2911. 

• Business that requires face-to-face visits will be done by appointment only.  To make 

an appointment, please call 901-476-9613. 

• Job applications and many other forms can be obtained from our website at 

www.covingtontn.com 
 

We want you to know that we are still here to serve you!  Avoid crowded spaces, 

wash your hands, and if you are not feeling well, please stay home.  We expect the 

number of confirmed cases to rise, but by putting these things in place, hopefully 

we can slow the spread. 

HELPFUL RESOURCES 

Baptist Hospital - Tipton    901-476-2621 

Tipton County Health Department  901-476-0235 

Tennessee Department of Health  https://www.tn.gov/health.html  

Tipton County Health Department has a drive-thru COVID-19 testing site on Mueller 

Brass Road in Covington.  The National Guard has been deployed to assist with  

testing and supplies.  The testing site will be open from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday 

through Friday and Saturdays 9:00 a.m - 12:00 p.m. Anyone can drive-thru and be 

tested regardless of whether or not they are exhibiting any symptoms.     

Photo Courtesy of The Leader 

https://www.tn.gov/health.html


http://www.tn.gov/tema/news


Tennessee Unemployment Insurance 

 This video may help you understand the process:  

How to Complete Certifications on Jobs4TN  

If you are an independent contractor or self-employed, 
you may be eligible for Paycheck Protection Program 
(PPP) loans/grants, SBA’s Economic Injury Disaster 

Loans (EIDL), and/or Unemployment Compensation for 
losses of income related to the coronavirus pandemic. 

 
If you are an independent contractor or are self-

employed and don’t have any employees, here’s what 
you need to know about each program: 

https://www.uschamber.com/report/independent-
contractors-guide-cares-act-relief  

In an effort to keep our employees safe, please do not drop fire fees off at 

the Covington Fire Department. Please use the following options: 
 

   By Mail:   101 Tennessee Ave., Covington, TN  38019 

   Online:   Covingtontn.com 

Or visit the drive-thru at City Hall, 200 W. Washington Ave. 

Gov. Bill Lee has made face coverings available to as many 
Tennesseans as possible. Thanks to the Tipton County Health 
Department for delivering these masks to City Hall for our 
employees and customers. If you need a mask, simply ask one 
of our utility clerks at the drive-through window and they will 
be happy to provide you one at no charge.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iVa7cLnw02E&list=PL1pIr4KR0SQ5eKB0IMmpdv-uVfTuF4rva&index=3
https://www.uschamber.com/report/independent-contractors-guide-cares-act-relief?fbclid=IwAR11q33JpZI5TZn9eohcAZTXU4BeE6YwJCKzin6jCokemnsdv6oLAyttKDI
https://www.uschamber.com/report/independent-contractors-guide-cares-act-relief?fbclid=IwAR11q33JpZI5TZn9eohcAZTXU4BeE6YwJCKzin6jCokemnsdv6oLAyttKDI
https://paycovingtontn.com/other.html?fbclid=IwAR2pU9IgjNCwZee6vcuwe8N2uXxyiKRjzlSvhiFawLq0Fq9bZeTl39wJLJA#/


https://www.dscc.edu/onestop?fbclid=IwAR2rXedcCNl8nxARhmDiLPYPMpQHX-IYrXOvgSZJV8PytHdr2N7mUHVee68
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F3eKfoME%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3MVZ2l2SqtzELyv8kwS5DH-SzlveZ-Smem4Fg4ae6zFLhD1WgNvN2xjNQ&h=AT0akC6YoU6SPZk2JfXEwebC0_S8sNjFuLNTBBrGQd6FqRfe5BlFjgSgcFwCfuiCw54HKK8f2QoPQF6pgIewZOjBJDIfjjsPNrMZV_DS-AOWRpWtWGkYGyL




https://my2020census.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/events/2355579138076169?acontext=%7B%22source%22%3A5%2C%22action_history%22%3A%5b%7B%22surface%22%3A%22page%22%2C%22mechanism%22%3A%22main_list%22%2C%22extra_data%22%3A%22%5C%22%5b%5d%5C%22%22%7D%5d%2C%22has_source%22%3Atrue%7D




Our friends at Magnolia Creek Nursing and Rehabilitation 

celebrated National Skilled Nursing Care Week on Mon-

day.  The theme was “Sharing Our Wisdom” and high-

lights the insight, purpose, and wisdom to be learned 

from our seniors, those living with dementia, and people 

with developmental and intellectual disabilities.  We are 

grateful for the nurses and staff at care centers here in 

Covington, especially during this trying time of COVID-19, 

when families are not able to visit relatives and friends 

inside our care centers.  Thanks for your life saving and 

life caring work! 

CLICK HERE TO 

LISTEN TO 

“FEELIN’ BLUE” 

BY OUR DIRECTOR 

CHUCK CLARK  

https://www.facebook.com/garysharon.stubblefield/videos/1376784925857427
https://www.facebook.com/garysharon.stubblefield/videos/1376784925857427
https://www.facebook.com/garysharon.stubblefield/videos/1376784925857427
https://www.facebook.com/garysharon.stubblefield/videos/1376784925857427
https://www.facebook.com/garysharon.stubblefield/videos/1376784925857427


 

APPOINTMENT ONLY, NO WALK INS 

 

Many of our customers fall into the high-risk category.  To ensure the health and safety of Veterans, their 
families, staff and visitors and to comply with the Governors Directives you must wear a mask to your ap-
pointments unless there is an underlying medical requirement that prevents you from doing so.  We ask that 
you please refrain from bringing small children with you to your appointment and to limit the amount of fam-
ily accompanying you to two.  Please show up to your appointment no earlier than 10 minutes to your sched-
uled time.  We are not going to let anyone in the office unless they have an appointment and if you are too 
early you may be waiting outside until your time comes up. 
 

Business Hours are from Monday to Wednesday 8:00AM to 4:00PM.  
The Veterans Services Office can be reached 901-476-2456 or cbradshaw@tiptonco.com Administrative As-
sistant, or gcritelli@tiptonco.com Veteran Service Officer. 
 
Please be patient with getting in to see the Veterans Services Officer.  Appointments that had to be canceled 
when the office temporarily closed in March have first priority on getting seen. 
 
If you live outside Tipton County please contact a closer County or State Veterans Service Officer: 
 
TN Department of Veteran Services Memphis VA Hospital: 
Phone: 901.578.402 
Email: michael.gerlach@tn.gov, michael.powell@tn.gov, donita.johnson@tn.gov 
  
Shelby County:        Memphis Office: 
Mike Ellis :  mike.ellis@shelbycountytn.gov   1060 Madison Ave, Memphis, TN 38104  
Michael Davis michael.j.davis@shelbycountytn.gov  Phone: 901-222-4237 
 
Millington Office:      Mississippi Veteran Services  
7930 Nelson Street      Phone: 662-449-2811 
Millington, TN 38053 
Hours: The last Wednesday and Thursday of each month,  
8am – 4:30pm (by appointment only) 
  
Lauderdale County      Disabled American Veterans (DAV)  
Ronnie Elder: reldercso@lctngov.com    Phone: 1-865-694-7102 
200 Crain St.  
Ripley, TN 38063 
Phone : 731-635-3005 

Tipton County Veteran Services to resume operations 
effective May 18th, 2020 
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